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      The article I read was titled “Parents as Partners” Raising Awareness as a Teacher Preparation Program.  In this article, the authors, Margaret M. Ferrara and Peter J. Ferrara, illustrate the need to provide pre-service teachers a clearer awareness of the inner working of parent involvement.  “In an analysis of teacher training programs, researchers found that teacher candidates receive minimal training in parental involvement concepts and strategies (Hiatt-Michael 2001).”

    “ The importance of parental involvement was accentuated by the 2001 No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), which holds our nation’s schools accountable for academic achievement for all students.  Parents, teachers and teacher preparation institutions need to know this law, its accountability provisions, and its benchmarks, which set achievement standards for all students. Parents have the right to know what is happening in schools.  Their right to know has been formalized through this legislation (Henderson et al. 2004).”

       The course in this article wanted their teacher candidates to learn how not to fear parent involvement but to embrace it.  The teacher candidates were required to develop a set of activities that link parents to their school and community (Parent Toolkit). This Parent Toolkit will help them and their mentor teachers be actively involved in learning how to bring parents together, engage parents at home during homework time, to make the classrooms and school activities student/parent centered, to provide parents with real governance opportunities, and how to know the many leadership roles available in their communities (pg. 78).

     The teacher candidates and their mentors use Joyce Epstein’s six frameworks of parent involvement to learn how to reach and involve parents in the school system. Epstein says, “Parents, students, and teachers can be involved together in a meaningful way. Each framework is important because it brings parents into a meaningful link with their school, which provides the foundation stone for a positive outcome for their children (pg. 78).”

     This article summarizes all six frameworks and gives examples of the strategies pre-service teachers thought of to make each framework happen in their school. The six frameworks are parenting, communication, volunteering, learning at home, decision-making and collaboration with the community. 

     At the end of the course, the candidates met with a group of practicing teachers to exchange ideas about parent involvement. The group had a very engaging conversation about parent involvement in schools and came to the conclusion that parent involvement is important and its influences on student achievement is far-reaching. (pg. 81)

     I think the bottom line is teachers need training in the area of working with parents and in creating positive school environments. I believe teachers lack preparation in regard to parent involvement in the classroom. The more a teacher is in contact with a parent, the more that teacher is as ease with him/her. The communication gap closes and parents and teachers get to know each other on a personal level. I only know a few of my student’s parents on this personal level. It’s not fair to the rest of the parents, but I’m just not quite sure of how to go about it.  I liked Joyce Epstein’s six frameworks as a guideline for a school and its teachers to follow in order to get the ball rolling.  I don’t feel like I know a lot about working with parents as a partner. I would like an opportunity to have a professional development in service on how to develop school strategies for increasing parent involvement.  Our school is now trying to set up a program to get more parents involved.  I am a lead teacher in this effort and I am nervous because I am walking into an area I don’t know much about. I did find out from our first meeting with a couple of lead parents that both parents and teachers have anxieties about the issue.  Parents are scared to become involved and some teachers don’t have the confidence in the “know-how skills” to get parents involved.  My biggest finding from these readings and from my meeting with the lead parents is that being involved doesn’t just mean volunteering and being present in the classroom.  There are many different avenues as outlined in Epstein’s six frameworks that allow parents the opportunity to be involved.  I think it is a schools job to let parents and the community understand the different avenues of involvement so that they can be educated on how to become involved in their child’s education. 
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